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a deep thinker. 


landed on his feet. 


or 


EVE NEVER 


been more proud of an issue of WWF 
Wrestling Spotlight than this one. The 
reason is the individual we are profiling, a 
colorful, multi-talented star who was once 
known as the "Man You Love to Hate.” 
He's also known as the Rowdy One and 
Hot Rod. He's Rowdy Roddy Piper, the 
volatile Scotsman who has made a stel- 
lar name for himself in the wrestling ring, 
on motion picture and television screens, 
and behind an announcer's microphone. 
Roddy Piper is a man who wears 
many hats. He also is a man with a pro- 
foundly complex personality, a man of 
great heart and depth of feeling. He can 
be as tough as nails but also marvelously 
compassionate. He's a battler and a fam- 
ily man, a man who regularly spouts off 
at the mouth but at the same time can be 


Mercurial and outspoken, Piper lives 
life with gusto. When need be, he dem- 
onstrates an iron will and total tenacity. 
He has battled the biggest and best and 


So, it is with pride that we give you 
Rowdy Roddy Piper. 


Thomas H.W.Emanuel 
Publisher & 
Editor-in-Chief 


“When Hot Rod starts some- 
thing, he sticks around until it's 
| finished,” Roddy Piper declares. 
| “I know who | am, and | like who 
| | am, so if you have a problem 
| with what | say and do, look me 
| in the face and tell me. Maybe Il 

scream at you, and maybe I'll 
| just haul off and punch you right 
in the nose.” 

Many have tried to imitate 
him, but nobody can. Rowdy 
Roddy Piper is an original—an 
insightful broadcaster whose 
thoughts pour out of his mouth 
as he stands before the camera, 
@ compassionate, giving person 
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who befriends those in distress 
and takes great joy in making his 
fans smile, a handsome box of- 
fice attraction on the Hollywood 
screen, an incensed wildman 
who flies down the aisle and 
through the ropes to unleash a 
flurry of terror on his enemies 

It seems as if Piper is always 
on a crusade. In his younger 
days, he decided he didn't like 
Hulkamania and fought the im- 
mortal Hulk Hogan with every 
‘ounce of passion. Later, he be- 
came a Hulkamaniac himself 
Over the last year, he became 
disgusted by Million Dollar Man 
Ted DiBiase’s demeaning treat- 
ment of his former valet, Virgil 
‘I'm not gonna stand here and 
say that every decision | ever 
made was the right one,” states 
the Rowdy One. “But | was al- 
ways man enough to stand by 
those decisions and say, ‘The 
buck stops here. You want me? 
Come and get it." Few fans may 
remember that when Piper en- 
tered the WWF in 1984, it was 
not as a wrestler but as the man- 
ager of Paul "Mr. Wonderful” 


Been kicked up a lot of trouble on 
r’s Pit. His actions infuriated 
me T and the Hulkster. They faced 
Piper and Paul Orndorff at Wrestle- 
Mania before Roddy turned on his 
partner and started a war. From 
there, Hot Rod met the late Adrian 
Adonis. 


Orndorff. However, standing at 
ringside and just watching the 
action wasn't the Rowdy One's. 
calling. He wanted to be in the 
thick of the battle. He soon was, 
forgetting about his advisory role 
as he mixed it up between the 
ropes. When Hogan won his first 
WWF title in 1984, Piper vowed 
to unseat him. 

He attempted to accomplish 
this by using not only his in-ring 
skills but also his speaking abili- 
ties. Piper was such a frantic 
talker that the WWF hierarchy 
decided to give him his own 
television interview segment 
called Pipers Pit. 

Today, the Piper's Pit TV 
episodes are considered clas- 
sics. Wrestling—or, for that mat- 
ter, television—had never seen: 
anything like it before. Dressed 
in his kilt and Hot Rod T-shirt, 
Piper would lure a ring rival onto 
his program, then lash out at him 
verbally—and sometimes physi- 
cally. When wrestler Frankie 
Williams claimed that he'd take 
‘on any man in the WWF, Piper 
defied him to live up to his 
words—immediately, The Rowdy 
One pounced on the unsuspect- 
ing Williams, pounding him near- 
ly senseless. Superfly Jimmy 
Snuka fared no better. While dis- 
cussing life on Snuka’s native Fiji 
Islands, Piper produced a co- 
conut and promptly bashed the 
Polynesian with it. 

Piper, backed by his body- 
guard, “Ace” Bob Orton, be- 
came the man fans loved to 
hate. When popular singer Cyn- 
di Lauper contemplated getting 
involved in the WWF, she tested 
the waters by appearing on 
Piper's Pit. Not surprisingly, Hot 
Rod so infuriated her that she 
came away from the encounter 
committed to doing away with 
Piper. Joining forces with Hulk 
Hogan and Mr. T—then the star 
of the highly rated television pro- 
gram The A-Team —Lauper pro- 
claimed that Piper's destruction 
was the mission of the entire 
rock 'n' roll industry. 

Rock stars and celebrities 
backed her cause and crowded 
into Madison Square Garden for 


the first WrestleMania, March 31, 
1985, to see a main event pitting 
Piper and Orndorff against 
Hogan and Mr. T. Although the 
inexperienced Mr. T initially sur- 
prised Piper with a well-execut- 
ed fireman's carry, the Rowdy 
One's team took charge by 
stretching the rules. Orndorff 
clotheslined Hogan out of the 
ting with a foreign object, and 
Piper went to work on the cham- 
pion on the arena floor, slam- 
ming him with a chair. In the ring, 
the Hulkster was double-teamed 
in a corner as Mr. T struggled to 


get past the referee and help 
out. Eventually, the treachery 
backfired when bodyguard Or- 


ton slipped through the ropes to | 


bash Hogan with an arm cast 


The Hulkster, who was being | 


held by Orndorff at the time, 
managed to move out of the way 
and—while Piper and Mr. T tus- 
sled in the corner —Mr. Wonder- 
ful took the blow, fell to the mat 
and was wrapped up by the 
champion for the pin. 

“That's what you get by not 
playing right,” Piper now reflects. 
“We thought we were above the 
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rules, and our own dirty tricks 
came back to haunt us. | guess 
we had it coming.” 

At the time, though, Hot Rod 
was not so philosophical. He 
was angry about losing the main 
attraction of what, back then, 
was the most important wrestling 
event ever and blamed Orndorff 
for the humilation. The two em- 
barked on a series of vicious 
battles—fighting traditional 
matches as well as steel cage 
skirmishes—which would be re- 
newed several years later, after 
Piper decided to represent the 
fans and Orndorff took on the 
management of ruthless Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan. 

Ironically, Hot Rod's rivalry 
with Lauper would lead to one of 
his first performances as an ac- 
tor. Despite her distaste for 
Piper's ring tactics, the singer 
was impressed with his im- 
mense charisma. When Lauper 
made a video to coincide with 
her rendition of the title song of 
the 1985 Steven Spielberg film 
The Goonies, the Rowdy One 
was invited to play a greedy 
banker and cutthroat pirate. 

Stil, Piper had yet to make his 
peace with Hollywood. He con- 
tinued to downgrade celebrities 
in generai and WrestleMania ri- 
val Mr. T in particular. After Rod- 
dy interfered in a special boxing 
match between Orton and the 
no-nonsense actor, Mr. T dared 
his tormentor to put on the 
gloves for a pugilistic square-off 
at WrestleMania 2. 

Piper not only agreed to this, 
but the Rowdy One also recruit- 
ed the renowned boxing coach 
Lou Duva to serve as his trainer. 
Not wanting to be outdone, Mr. T 
then hired former heavyweight 
boxing king Smokin’ Joe Frazier 
to advise him. 

This was vintage Piper. Be- 
tween Rounds One and Two, he 
ignored Duva’s instructions to 
fest up, walking across the ring 
to heap insults on Mr. T instead. 
Once the bell rang, Piper raged 
like a hurricane, knocking down 
the television star after an upper- 
cut and a series of roundhouse 
rights. When Mr. T rose’at the 


count of eight, Piper was on him 
again, firing a left fist that sent 
the former bodyguard sailing 
‘onto the arena floor. 

As the bout continued, a 
Strange transformation took 
place in the stands. The specta- 
tors, who had always jeered 
Piper for his questionable tac- 
tics, now began to applaud him 
for his gutsiness. With each 
round, the cheers grew louder, 
so much so that by Round 
Four—when Hot Rod was dis- 
qualified for shoving the referee 
and bodyslamming Mr. T—the 
fans were as much behind Piper 
as his renowned opponent. 

Understanding that his appeal 
transcended the wrestling arena, 
Piper left for Hollywood a short 
time later. It was the first time in 
years that he was able to relax 
and analyze his storied career. 
He was proud of himself for 
fighting his ring battles with all 
his heart but felt it was neces- 
‘Sary to re-evaluate the causes 
he espoused. By the time he ré- 
turned from his hiatus, he had 


resolved to fight for the rights of 
average, decent people. 

“Here | was, going after a guy 
like Hulk Hogan when—deep in 
my heart—! believed in the 
same things he did,” Piper says. 
“| vowed that, from here on in, I'd 
always be true to my own princi- 
ples.” 

While Piper had been away, 
Piper’s Pit had been replaced by 
a segment called The Flower 
Shop, hosted by the late Adrian 
Adonis—an overweight wrestler 
fond of squeezing his portly 
frame into pink tights, smearing 
his face with rouge and parad- 
ing himself about in a way that 
offended most fans. Piper was 
also repelled by Adonis’ vile be- 
havior and promised to run The 
Flower Shop off the air. Before 
he could realize his goal, howev- 
er, Piper was savagely assaulted 
by Adonis’ allies, the Magnificent 
Muraco and Bob Orton, who 
had become the flamboyant 
wrestler's personal bodyguards 
in Hot Rod's absence. 

Although he had been seri- 
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ously injured, Piper came back 
to mete out revenge on his an- 
tagonists. Hobbling on crutches, 
he invaded the set of The Flower 
Shop and—using the walking 
aid as a weapon— demolished 
it. With the fans firmly in his cor- 
ner, he traveled around the 
country, punishing Muraco and 
Orton for the sneak attack. As 
Piper's legion of backers in- 
creased, the Hollywood brain 
trust again took notice; they 
wanted the Rowdy One on the 
screen. Piper agreed to retire to 
an acting career—but only after 
one last shot at Adonis at 
WrestleMania Ill. 

This was the most brutal of 
ring battles. “Adorable Adrian’ — 
as he called himself—had pro- 
claimed that he would send 
Piper to Hollywood with a humili- 


After retiring in 1987, Piper came 
back at WrestleMania V, where he 
hosted a live Piper’s Pit with guests 
Brother Love and Morton Downey, 
Jr. Then, Piper became involved in 
a feud with Rick Rude. 


ating haircut. Piper was simply 
determined to embarrass Ado- 
nis with wrestling superiority. At 
‘one stage, they took turns whip- 
ping each other with a leather 
strap. At another point, Adrian's 
manager, Jimmy “Mouth of the 
South” Hart, tried to intervene by 
Climbing to the top turnbuckle. 
Piper grabbed the puny meddler 
and hurled him into his protégé. 
The match concluded when 
Piper clamped on a sleeperhold 
and sent Adonis to dreamland 


had his own locks clipped by 
the Adorable One a few weeks 
earlier—entered the ring and 
shaved Adrian bald with a pair 
of battery-operated barber's 
shears. Brutus became “The 
Barber” that night. And Hot Rod 
retired from the ring a hero. 

For two years, he lived the 
good life in Hollywood, always 
keeping an eye on events in the 
World Wrestling Federation 
Many times, he considered pick- 
ing up the telephone and asking 


to be reinstated as an active 
wrestler in the WWF. But, some- 
how, he resisted. Finally, as 
WrestleMania V approached, 
Piper gave in to his urge. 

Piper's second coming start- 
ed with a bang. At WrestleMania 
V, he hosted a live Piper's Pit, 
featuring Brother Love and abra- 
sive talk show host Mort 
Downey, Jr, Brother Love tried to 
mock Hot Rod by imitating his 
manic speech patterns and 
sporting a kilt. The Rowdy Scot 
responded by tearing off Brother 
Love's kilt, sending his pudgy 
guest storming back to the 
dressing room in red skivvies. 
Then, when Downey would not 
put out his cigarette, Piper blast- 
ed him with a fire extinguisher. 

One small taste of life back in 
the WWF spotlight and Piper 
was hooked. Incensed by the 
bragging of WWF Intercontinen- 
tal Champion Ravishing Rick 
Rude, the Rowdy One baited 
him at every chance. When 
Rude put up his title against for- 
mer champion Ultimate Warrior 
at SummerSlam ‘89, Piper ap- 
peared at ringside, flipping his 
kilt at his nemesis to "show that 
jerk exactly what | think he is.” 
Distracted by the spectacle 
Rude was overtaken by the War- 
rior and defeated 

Although he yearned to win 
back the championship, Rude 
was more concerned with harm- 
ing Piper. The two traded barbs 
and blows for several months 
until the Survivor Series, when 
they captained opposing teams. 
The fans waited anxiously 


| through the 10-man tag team 
Then, Brutus Beefcake—who | 


match until the two rivals 
stepped in to face each other. 
The fight didn't stay in the ring 
for long. The battle spilled onto 
the arena floor, where Piper and 
Rude punched, kicked and 
smashed each other—casting 
away WWF officials who tried to 
restore order—all the way back 
to the dressing room. 

The struggle was grueling, 
but Piper liked what he was do- 
ing. “I'm just a physical kind of 
guy,” he stated affer the match. 
"When somebody rubs me the 
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me the wrong way, | can't help | 
but let him have it.” 

The next wrestler to feel the 
Rowdy Scot’s wrath was Bad 
News Brown, a tough, indepen- 
dent-minded wrestler from the | 
mean streets of Harlem. In early | 
1990, Piper had disgraced 
Brown by eliminating him during 
the Royal Rumble. Brown's reac- | 
tion was reaching over the | 
ropes, taking a clump of Hot 
Rod's hair and pulling him out of 
the ring. A short time later, while 
Brown was heckling Piper dur- 
ing a televised interview in front 
of a capacity crowd, the Rowdy 
One showed up to force the 
New Yorker to make good on his 
words. The two brawled all over 
the building. Brown hit Piper with | 
a garbage can. Piper blasted his 
adversary with a jug of water. 

For their match at WrestleMa- | 
nia VI, Piper painted half of his 
body black. “| wanted to show 
that this match wasn't between a 
black man and a white man," he 
Says. “I was representing every- 
one—black, white, yellow and 
green—against nothing but a 
two-bit bully and thug.” 

The fight was as unruly as 
anything Brown had ever experi- 
enced in a back alley. When | 
Bad News removed the turn- 
buckle and tried to whip Piper 
into the metal link underneath, 
the Rowdy One swiftly reversed 
the move. Then he placed a 
white glove on his fist—to lam- 


poon the black glove Brown al- 


ways wore—and pounded on 
the man from Harlem. Outside 
the ring, Piper ignored the refer- 
e's warnings and continued to 
rumble with his opponent even 
after the match was ruled a dou- 
ble count-out. Not long after the 
debilitating battle, Bad News 
Brown left the WWF. 

Now Hot Rod went into train- 
ing. "I knew | was in the WWF for 
the long haul, and | wanted to 
be at the top of my game,” he 
says. From his position at the 
WWF Superstars of Wrestling 
announcer's table, he scouted 
his next opponent. He explains, 
“| didn't want to fight just for the 
sake of fighting. | wanted to 
teach a lesson to a man whose 
whole way of thinking | found to 
be detestable.” 

Ted DiBiase is Rowdy Roddy 
Piper's target. “He comes into 
the arena and snubs his nose at 
the very people who've paid 
their hard-earned money to be 
there,” Piper says. “He sits in his 
big limo, cruising down the high- 
way, laughing at the families 
next to him in their station wag- 
ons. He goes on TV and says 


Roddy Piper is feuding 
Dollar M 


that everybody has a price. Well, 


Rowdy Roddy Piper doesn't 
have a price. He never did, and 
he definitely never will.” 

‘Angered by the way DiBiase 
treated his valet, Virgil, Piper 
took Virgil out to lunch and treat- 
ed him as a friend. "We dis- 
cussed a lot of things,” Piper re- 
members, “particularly what it 
means to have pride and what it 
means to be a man.” 

Filled with a sense of honor he 
never had, Virgil turned on his 
employer. Stunned by what he 
termed a breach of loyalty, DiBi- 
ase directed his anger at Piper, 
characterizing the Rowdy Scot 
as a "busybody who's gonna 
pay the price.” 

Piper has his vault open. But 
there's nothing inside for DiBiase 
except fury. The Million Dollar 
Man is marching to a tune dis- 
tasteful to Hot Rod. "He's the 
one who'll pay," says the one-in- 
a-million superstar. “You got that 
fight, bubba. DiBiase will have to 
pay the piper.” We 
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BY LOU GIANFRIDDO 


t was just a matter of time 
before Roddy Piper's 


path crossed that of the 
Million Dollar Man Ted 
DiBiase. For instance, when 


Piper first became color 
commentator on WWF Su- 
perstars of Wrestling, he was 
very vocal about DiBiase's 
lifestyle, especially the way 
that he uses money as a Cc 
means to corrupt people's 

morals or to degrade them. wo 
Piper, however, really lost his 
cool when DiBiase started to 
mistreat and publicly humili- 
ate his bodyguard, Virgil, in FL OT 
front of millions of people. In 
the belief that nobody should 
be subjected to such acts of B 
degradation, Piper reached 
out and befriended Virgil 
Piper told him of DiBiase’s 
evil ways and how he was 
taking advantage of Virgil in 
every way possible. 

Virgil, who himself was 
growing tired of DiBiase’s 
antics, listened to Hot Rod 
He knew that Piper was a 
friend, a true friend, one 
whom he could trust with his 
life. Thus, Virgil, following 
Hot Rod's advice, officially 
broke free from the Million 
Dollar Man's stranglehold at 
this year’s Royal Rumble, 
where the muscular body- 
guard bashed the Million 
Dollar Belt across DiBiase's 
brow. Hot Rod couldn't be 


| Hot Rod wants to get at the 
illion Dollar Man. 


contained. He openly applaud- 
ed Virgil's daring effort to attain 
his self-respect. 

The Million Dollar Man held 
Piper directly responsible for Vir- 
gil’s declaration of indepen- 
dence and vowed to make both 
of them suffer at WrestleMania 
Vil. DiBiase was pitted against 
Virgil, with Piper as the former 
bodyguard's cornerman. Several 
weeks prior to WrestleMania, 
| however, Hot Rod injured his 
knee in a serious motorcycle ac- 
cident. Many people, including 
some physicians, believed that 
Piper wasn't physically prepared 
to appear at WrestleMania VII. 
Despite what the experts and 
the fans said, however, Piper 
was determined to show up at 
WrestleMania VII because; as he 


tells WWF Wrestling Spotlight, 
“Virgil's a friend, and I'll stand by 
my friends even if | only have 
‘one leg to stand on myself.” 

Piper was true to his words. 
He stayed in Virgil's corner and 
watched every move the Million 
Dollar Man made. He cheered 
when Virgil had the upper hand. 
He encouraged Virgil not to give 
up when he was trapped in a 
dire predicament. However, Di- 
Biase had his own plans for the 
Rowdy One. 

When the action between Vir- 
gil and the Million Dollar Man 
spilled to the arena floor, DiBiase 
turned his attention to Hot Rod 
and his wounded limb. DiBiase, 
realizing that Piper's balance 
was next to nil because of the in- 
jury, approached the fast-tem- 


pered Scotsman and cruelly 
shoved him to the cement floor. 
Piper's crutch flew from his hand 
as he descended. Slumped on 
the floor, Piper writhed in pain as 
the Million Dollar Man, with a 
smile on his face, re-entered the 
squared circle. Hot Rod, on the 
other hand, wouldn't allow pain 
to stop him and, by using a 
nearby barricade, managed to 
get to his feet. From there, he let 
the world know that two can play 
at DiBiase's game. 

Piper grabbed his crutch and, 
just when the Million Dollar Man 
hit the ropes, reached up and 
hooked the top strand. As a re- 
sult, DiBiase flew head over 
heels before crashing in a heap 
on the floor. Enraged at Piper's 
interference, the Million Dollar 
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DiBiase and Virgil had a parting 
of the ways at the Royal Rumble. 
DiBiase held Piper responsible for 
his former bodyguard’s actions 
and had an altercation with him at 
WrestleMania V 


Man sprang to his feet and then 
dropped the Rowdy One with 
several punches to the head 
and chest. Piper, who at that 
point was equally as angry, 
jumped up and hobbled after 
DiBiase. However, the Million 
Dollar Man dismissed Piper with 
a vicious kick to the head. 


As far as Piper was con- 


cerned, that was the last straw. 
Beyond the seething point, Piper 
was desperate to get his hands 
around the Million Dollar Man's 


throat. So, with the crutch back | 


in his possession, Piper strug- 
gled into the ring and, after spit- 
ting on his palms in order to se 
cure a good grip, cracked the 
crutch over DiBiase’s skull. Hot 


| hands 


Rod's eyes ablaze with hatred, | 


he then stalked the Million Dollar | 

E tempted to batter him | 
h once again. Just | 
was close enough, | 
ional Sherri, who | 
manag- | 
g and | 
itch from Piper's | 
are of what was 


going on, Hot Rod quickly pivot- 
ed and cocked his arm as if to 
belt her, until he realized her 
gender. As Piper contemplated 
retaliating against Sherri, the Mil- 
lion Dollar Man took advantage 
of the situation by blindsiding 
him with a rocking clothesline. 


DiBiase was a man on fire. 
He, with Sherri at his side, delib- 
erately tried to break Pipers leg. 
He drove the limb into the mat 
and then, after removing the pro- 
tective brace from Piper's knee, 
whacked the injured spot re- 
peatedly until Virgil and a contin- 


When he catches up with him, 
says Piper, DiBiase will pay a 
hefty price. 


gent of referees stopped him: 

Since the attack, Piper has 
waged a nonstop war against 
DiBiase and is determined to 
bring him to his knees. What's 
more, Hot Rod tells Spotlight that 
he is planning to make his Mil- 
lion Dollar Foe pay a hefty price 
for his actions at WrestleMania 
Vil, and that price, says Piper, 
will be DiBiase'’s demise. 

“DiBiase, you lowlife, you,” 
spits a livid Hot Rod. “Thought 
that you could've gotten rid of 
me at WrestleMania Vil, didn't 
you, DiBiase? Well, I'm still here 
in the WWF, and I'm ready to put 
a fire underneath your butt! My 
leg has gotten better, and that's 
good. Because, you see, this 
leg’s my kicking leg, and it's 
gonna be put to good use when 
I'm kicking you and that Scary 
Sherri clear across the world, 
baby. I’m the real deal in the 
WWF, and the faster you get to 
know that, the better.” 

However, Piper should also be 
on his toes, because DiBiase 
and Sherri are just the people 
who will probably try to get at 
him in any way they can. They 
could do a variety of things, such 
as attempting to reinjure Piper's 
leg or attack him when he's on 
WWF Superstars of Wrestling. So 
Spotlight asked Piper how he 
would handle himself if he were 
to somehow get caught in any of 
the above situations. 

“Ml tell you how I'm gonna 
handle myself,” replies Roddy. “I 
ain't gonna let myself get in 
those situations. You see, Di- 
Biase, I'm one step ahead of you 
all the time. Like | said in this 
magazine, baby, I'm a runaway 
kid. I've been on the streets for 
almost half my life. | know when 
I'm gonna get jumped, and I'm 
gonna use those street smarts to 
my advantage. You should 
watch out for guys like me, Di- 
Biase, because I'm the kind of 
guy who changes the questions 
just when you thought you had 
all the answers.” WF 
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HINK YOU 
know all there is to know about 
Rowdy Roddy Piper? Find out 
by taking the Rowdy Roddy Triv- 
ia Quiz. There are five cate- 
gories of questions, followed by 
a special Tough Stuff section. 
The first five categories are for 
your entertainment only. There 
are five questions in each of 
those five categories, for a total 
‘of 25, Award yourself a point for 
every correct answer. Anything 
over 20 would make Piper 
proud; over 15, not bad. The 
final category, Tough Stuff, will 
really have you scratching your 
head. That's why we're asking 
readers to send in their answers 
to those five questions. The 
answers will be published in the 
next issue of WWF Wrestling 
Spotlight, along with the names 
of the first five readers who 
come up with all the answers. 
They'll receive a free member- 
ship to the WWF Fan Club. 


THE WORLD WAS WATCHING 
1. In WrestleMania I, Piper joined forces with 
Paul Orndorff to take on Hulk Hogan and what 
other individual, the star of television's The A 
Team? 

2. In Hogan's corner was a high-flying WWF 
superstar. Do you remember who he was? 

3. Which famed fighter helped to referee the 
bout? 

4. With what item did Piper slam the Hulkster 
when the two tangled outside the ring? 

5. After the bout, who called Piper “one tough 
dude"? 


SLUGGING IT OUT 
6. Piper met a familiar foe in a special boxing 


match at WrestleMania 2. Who was that? 
7. What former U.S. Olympic boxing coach 
worked with Roddy? 
8. What former heavyweight 
champion—one of Muham- 
mad Ali's main rivals—was 
in the other corner? 
9. Was Piper a winner at 
WrestleMania 2? 
10. How did he react to 
the decision? 


MORE WRESTLEMANIA 
11. Piper was. 
again on the 
card at 
Wrestle- 


Mania III. Before entering the ring, he promised 
to do what—whether he won, lost or drew? 

12. Rowdy Roddy sat out WrestleMania IV but 
returned to host an installment of Piper's Pit at 
WrestleMania V. Who was his special guest? 
13. Piper objected to the guest's smoking. What 
did he do to stop it? 

14. Piper was back in action at WrestleMania VI, 
where he met what gutter fighter? 

15. Who was the winner of that contest? 


OTHER STRUGGLES 


16. Rowdy Roddy was among those who took 
part in the 1990 Royal Rumble, won by the Hulk- 
ster. Piper disposed of just one opponent. Do 
you remember who that was (clue: they would 
meet again soon)? 

17. True or false: The same individual then 
reached in and removed Piper. 

18. A couple of months before, Piper captained 
a team at the Survivor Series. Do you remember 
what his team was named? 

19. Joining him was one of the fellows he faced 
in WrestleMania |. Who was that? 

20. What became of Piper in that bout? 


PUT THAT IN YOUR PIPER 


21. From what Scottish city does Piper hail? 

22. Rowdy Roddy likes to say that when he's 
good, he’s good, and when he's bad, he’s what? 
23. Piper now does color commentary for what 
WWF show? 

24. For what apparel is Piper best known? 

25. Piper weighs 234, 247 or 255 pounds? 


TOUGH STUFF 


(Send answers to WWF Magazine, Titan Tower, 
P.O. Box 3859, Stamford, CT 06905. Postcards 
only, please.) 


a) When was the last time Piper was fea- 
tured on the cover of WWF Magazine 
(month and year)? 

b) Muhammad Ali was a special guest ref- 
eree for Piper's WrestleMania | bout. What 
other official worked the match? 

c) What's Rowdy Roddy’s date of birth 
(month and day)? 

d) Where did Piper's WrestleMania 2 bout 
take place? 

e) Piper once told WWF Superstars maga- 
zine that his future ambition was to keep 
everybody in the WWF doing what? 
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WERE ise | 
| CATALOG 


ULTIMATE WARRIOR’ \= 


2D Dt PY S 


A. NEW! Ultimate Warrior T-Shirt 

Ultimate Warrior comes alive on this white 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend T-shirt. This shirt is destined to be a favorite 
among all Warriors. Made in USA. Priced at..$15.95 
01-00657 small 01-00659 large 

01-00658 medium 01-00660 x-large 


B. NEW! Ultimate Warrior Shorts 

ety Ruaraseat Ee Mea ong makes these 
black biker shorts sizzle. Made in the USA of a 50/50 
cotton/poly blend with an elastic drawstring waistband 
fora perfect fit. Team them with your favorite Warrior T- 
shirt on this page and on page 7 for the ULTIMATE look! 
Priced at .. “ 17.95 


06-00155 

06-00156 medium 
06-0157 large 
06-0158 = x-large 


C. Ultimate Warrior Belt Pack 
Let the Ultimate Warrior protect your keys, money, and 
Valuables in this 13" x 4 1/2" x 3° belt pack, Features 
zippered pocket, adjustable web waistbandand Ultimate 
Warrior's logo imprinted on neon green super-durable 
nylon, 25-0107 .. 9.95 


Vo ae! 


D. it 
Ultimate Warrior Arm Tie Set 
Now you, too, can feel as pow- 
erful as the Ultimate Warrior 4 
when you wrap these ties 
around your arms! Made in 
USA, 25 inches of acrylic tub- 
ing with the Warrior's logo, each 
set includes 2 arm ties in neon pink 

or green, Priced at . 
03-0018 Neon Green 
03-0019 Neon Pink Arm Tie 


ie Set 
Set 


E. Ultimate 
Warrior Neon 
Wristband Set 
Add to your collec- 
tion of Warrior wrist- 
bands with the hot look > 
ofneon. Each set includes 

twoneon pinkandtwoneon 

green wristbands imprinted 

with the Ultimate Warrior's 

name. Made in USA. 

03-00114.. $5.95 


Brit 
your 
mall wit 


Decorate your zippered 


roominthe spirit 
of Hulk Hogan's 
Python Power with 
this 22°x22' pillow. Made 

of 100% polyester fibertill_ with 

a white acetate cover picturing Hulk Hogan in full 
color. Made in USA. 27-0110 . $14.95 


c. Hulk Hogan Shorts 

These Hulk Hogan shortsare the latestin Hulkamania 
fashion. In black with a bold red logo. Made in the 
USA of a 50/50 cotton/poly blend with an elastic 
drawstring waist for a comfortable fit. Wear them 
with our Hulk-styled T-shirt on this page and our 
Hulk Hogan T-shirt on page 6 for the look that says 
Hulkamania lives forever. Priced at .......$17 
06-00150 small (28'-30') 06-00151 medium (3: 
¢-00152 large (36-28 

06-00153 x-large 

(40-42") 


D._ Hulk Hogan Python Power Painter's Cap > D. 
We've updated our most popular red painter's 
cap with the Hulk Hogan Python Power 


logo Topped off with the WWF* logo. 
al Anas adjustable strap to fit 
American made. 
02-00125 $7.95 


EF. Hulk Hogan Belt Pack 


ing the Hulkster with you when you ride 
bike, work out at the gym or go to the 

th the Hulk Hogan belt pack. It features a 
pocket and an adjustable web waistband, 


Made of nylon in bright yellow with a red Hulk Rules logo. 
25-00108..... 0. $8.95 wv 


4B. Hulk-Styled T-Shirt 
Feel the strength of Hulk Hogan when you wear this hand-cut 50/50 
ottor/poly blend T-shirt, Features a colorful lifelike image ot Hulk, @ 
Pi have fr every Hulkamania! Mae in USA 

iced at ...... 


07-0544 


large 


F. Hulk Hogan Python 

Power Bandana 

Wear the egies latest in Hulk 

Hogan apparel 

with 

our 

22'x22" 

cotton/ 

poly blend 

bandana. In Wi 

red with Hulk 

Hogan Python Wy 

Power logo in 

bright yellow. 

Comes with instruc- 

tions onhowtowearit 

just li the Hukstr. 
la 


ide in USA. 
03-00116....$5.95 


A. Little Ultimate Welfare 
Made just for little warriors eed 1 
yrs. old, our painter's cap is 
Cotton inneon green witha ae 
ful Warrior logo on the front and 
WWF logo on top. Adjustable 


oe American made. 
02-0124 .. $5.95 


B. WWF Friendship 


Bracelets 


Wear them all; give them to 
friends. These bracelets are 
handwoven in a colorful array of 
desi ig ‘with the names of Pe 


Pe ‘superstars. Collect all si 


$2.95 each 
ae 00108 Jake The aaa 


12-00106 fier 
12-00107 Ultimate Warrior 12-00110 Bushwhackers 
12-00111 Big Boss Man —_12-00109 Legion of Doom 


Cc. Little Hulkster Infant Set 
For your favorite Little Hulkster, our in set includes a T- 
st 


cotton/paly with red 
10s, whether coming or 
joing, little ones can let 
all know that Hulksters 
inal eat a set 
fect for gift-giving. 
Made in USA me 
Priced at$ ..17.95 
06-00159-12 months 
06-00160-18 months 
06-00161 -24 months 


Wa V= 
vet he 


E. dake "The Snake" Roberts Coloring Doll 

Have hours of playtime fun with our Jake “The Snake" Roberts: 
coloring doll ~ color it, wash it and color it again! soft 
fiber-filled doll comes complete with a set of 10 non-toxic 
markers. Create your own colorful costumes for your favorite 
WWF superstar. Instructions included. Made in USA, ma- 
chine washable. Recommended for ages 4+. eye > 

95 €: 


FE Bret "Hitman™ Hart T-Shirt 

Our neon pink oversized Hitman tee is 
ages. Made in the USA of 50 cottor Paty wear it as a 
nightshirt, or to the beach and pool along with our Hitman 
sunglasses on page 10 fora Took with o pee Size HA = 


G. WWF Hair Accessories 
The WWF brings you the latest in hair fashion with your 
favorite WWF superstars, the Ultimate Warrior, Bret ‘Hitman* 
Hart and the Rockers. Each in a bright summertime color, 
pearne, Karr orall _ Madein USA of Boat pol. poly. 
iced ie = 

Rockers - 14-0010 ‘Litimate Warrior - 14-00101 

Bret "Hitman’ Hart - 14-00103 


fect for fans of all 


D. WWF Wrestling Buddies 
Bont ‘em! Bop ‘em! Hug ‘em! Put the real wrestling moves on the WWF Wrestling 
Buddies. Featuring your favorite WWF superstars, Ultimate Warrior, Million Dollar Man 
Ted DiBiase, Macho King Randy Savage and Hulk Hogan. 22" tall, totally soft and tough 

‘enough to stand up to kids’ fun 
and tumble action. For ages 
3 and over, machine 
* Me eee ped at 


a 


J WWF Siperstore Coloring 
Poster Pen Set 

Color your 10 favorite WWF super- 
stars on this 14° x 20° poster board. 
Each side is filled with sawing just 
waiting to come to life. Complete with 
six non-toxic felt-tip pens ‘o create 
‘est own peer orig a 

jing. Made in es 5+ 

i0-a0i89 37.98 


H. Hulk Rules Teddy Bear 
We've updated your favorite teddy bear 
with the Hulk Rus Wi Geis aa the 
Hulk's. 15° tall, made of soft 100% acrylic 
ca re 's ready to oe into the ring! 
16- «$19.95 


1, Ultimate Warrior Teddy Bear 
This teddy bear is ready for action 
with his wrestling attire, arm ties 
and mask just like the Ultimate 
Warrior's. 1s tall, made of soft 
100% acrylic plush, he is the 
ULTIMATE bear. 


16-00148 $19.95> 


WWF Youth-Sized T-Shirts and Shorts! 
K.Youth-Sized T-Shi fans, asked 
lad them! Look 
just like the superstars of the ring with our Hulk 
Hogan, Ultimate Warrior and WWF youth-sized 
T-shirts. Allin black and made in the poe a 

50 cotton/poly blend. Priced at $11 

Hulk Warrior vie 
01-0586 01-0590 01-0598 


Youth Size 6-8 $ 


Youth Size 12-14 XL_01-00589 01-0593 01-00601 
L. Youth-Sized Shorts. .... Match our WWF shorts with your favorite WWF 
T-shirt for the coolest look around. These black 50/50 cotton/poly shorts 
have an elastic drawstring waistband for a comfortable fit. A must for all 
young World Wrestling Federation fans! Made in USA. Priced at $14.95 

Youth Size6-8S  06-00145 Youth Size 10-12 06-0147 

Youth Size 8-10 M 06-00146 Youth Size 12-14 XL 06-00148 


small 01-00652 medium 01-00653 
large 01-00654 x-large 01-0655 


small 01-0637 medium 01-0638 
large 01-0639 x-large 01-0640 


small 01-00627 medium 01-00628 
large 01-00629 x-large 01-00630 


small 01-00647 medium 01-00648 
large 01-00649 x-large 01-00650 


small 01-00550 medium 01-00551 


large 01-00552 x-large 


01-00553 


small 01-00594 medium 01-00595 small 01-00664 medium 01-0065 
large 01-00596 x-large 01-00597 large 01-00666 x-large 01-00667 


small 01-00642 medium 01-00643 
large 01-00644 x-large 01-0645 


Collect and wear your 
favorite stars of the WWF 
with these 50/50 Ye 
cotton/poly blend 
American-made 
T-shirts. 


515.95 each 


E. WWF Sports Bag 

The ultimate carry-all bag! A roomy 18° x 9° with adhesive- 
close side pockets, web handles and adjustable shoulder 
strap. In black with a bold two-sided WWF logo, plus royal 
blue and yellow trimmed sides. 

Made of super-sturdy PVC- 

backed nylon. 

25-0010 $ 


A. Hulk Rules Wall Hanging 

This 40'x45" neon yellow wall hanging features a powerful 
image of the Hulkster, complete with Hulk Rules logo and 
signature, 100% acetate, perfect for hanging on walls, 
windows or framing. American made. 11-0107 ..$9.95 c. Ultimate Warrior Necklace 
Display the WWF champion proudly around 
jour neck with our Ultimate Warrior necklace. 


WWF Superstars Plastic Cup Set Ill aken from anactual full-color photo, 36° royal 
Add our third series of . blue lanyard included. A look that's sure to 
four giant 32-07. fluted spread like Warrior wildfire! 13-0104 $4.95 


plastic cups to your col- 

lection, Featuring the best 

in tag team action: Legion 
of Doom, the Rockers, 
Bushwhackers and Demolition 
Each cup is top-rack dish- 
washer safe and proudly dis- 
plays the WWF logo. Made in 
USA, 19-0011 5 


D. WWF Trading Card Album Set 
The latest WWF trading card series features the History of 
WrestleMania on 150 collectible cards. Protect your collection 
with the official WWE three-ring royal blue binder complete with 
10 polypro nine-pocket pages. A must for World Wrestling 
Federation fans of all ages. Made in USA 
89-00135 $17.95 


G. K, NEW! 
WWF Superstars 
ee Picture 
Set 


Our fifth set of 8x10 full- 
color autographed photos 
includes Ultimate Warrior, 
Texas Tornado, Legion of 
Doom and Macho King 
Randy Savage. Perfect to 
collect and display. 
89-00132 .... $4.95 


elt ied eda lal ios med H. NEW! 
ee your favorite ‘Superstars right in your own bed- 
room each day with our American-made 50/50 cattonpoly superstars Kile 
blend pillowcases. The Ultimate Warrior and Legion of decorated with WWF super- 
Doom come to you in full view on these white stars and ready to fly! See 
20°x30" pillowcases with vibrant color Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, 
accents, Machine washable. Machio King Randy Savage, Big 
Fackagedl insivigualy Boss Manan Jake Thesnake 
Daina Winiee ee Roberts soar through the sky 
feats ee with our 42%22" keel-con- 
Legion oreo trolled kite. Recommended 
Pillowcase for ages 4+. Kite string 
#27-00115 : and kite handle 

J included, 
17-00119 

95 
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|, WWE Championship Blt 
Gur line of WWF Championship Belts is now complete with styles for the WWF Champion, 
Intercontinental Champion and Tag Team Champion. Each belt is American-made, 
41 3/4" x 3°, made of foam and plastic plates emblazoned with the championship title and 

3 WWFlogos, Now 


you can hold 
each title, making 
yourself the best 


WWF Champion 
ever! Instructions in- 
cluded. Priced at 

$13.95 each. 
06-00125 WWF 
Championship Belt 

06-00138 WWF Intercontinental Belt 

06-00149 NEW! WWF Tag Team Belt 


L. Ultimate Warrior Neon Wall Hanging > 
The power of the Ultimate Warrior comes alive on this neon green, 
100% acetate, silkscreened wall hanging. 40° x 45°, made in USA, 
a striking addition to any room. 11-00105 ... see $9.95 


4. 
» 


So 


J. ew) WWE Stationery Set 

Let WWF superstars personalize all your correspondence with our 
WWF stationery set. Each set comes complete with 36 sheets of 
note paper: 12 each of Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior and Jake The 
Snake" Roberts in full-color action poses taken right from the ring, 
Complete with six matching envelopes for each WWF superstar. 
Printed in the USA. 89-0137, $11.95 per set 


‘A. ow! Big Boss Man Hat 

Justice won't be served until you wear this 
black poly/mesh baseball hat designed espe- 
cially for the Big Boss Man. Made in USA 
features the Big Boss Man’s logo, with ad- 


iustable strap to fit all 
2-00129 ... $9.95 


B. Bushwhackers Baseball Cap 

Look as wacky as Luke and Butch in our 
camouflage poplin baseball cap. Features 
the Bushwhackers’ logo in bright orange 
adjustable strap to fit all. American made. 
02-00118 ... «$9.95 


Cc. WWF 

White Twill 
Baseball Hat 
Made of 100% cotton c. 
twill with adjustable strap. 

Inwhitewith ourblue-and-gold 

WWE logo. The perfect look for spring 
and summer. Made in USA. 02-0011. 


D._ Neve! WWE Neon T-Shirt 
Feel the heat of the WWF with our fluorescent T- 
shirts. Made in USA, this 50/50 cotton/poly blend 
shirt has a vibrant WWF logo on the front in hot 
summer colors plus a WWF logo on the sleeve in 
putt print for that extra sizzle. 

$19.95 each 


riced at 
01-0662 
size fits all 01-0614 


eon 
Neon Orange T-shirt 0 


4 


E. Bret “Hitman” 
Hart Sunglasses 
Now you can own the same sunglasses that Bret "Hitman* Hart 
wears. Made of tough, scratch-resistant mylar coating, they block 
Paks ultraviolet light. Adjustable strap, Made in USA. 


urmar; 
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New! Legion of Doom 10-0018! 


Wis) 
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Ultimate Warrior 
Larger-Than-Life Poster 


This 24" x 76" larger-than-lifeposter 
of Ultimate-Warrior is the cham- 
pion of room-decor. So lifelike, 
he tooks_as, if_he's“ready to 
spread Warriorwildfirein your 
home!) Printed-in the USA, 
Hang itinyourtoom, onthe 
back. of your door, ‘any- 
where, it's the ULTIMATE! 


10-00183 ..:..,.$9.95 


ANY yay i 
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To all WWF Fans: 


This edition of the Official WWF Merchandise 
Catalog brings with it several exciting changes. 
See our new order form, which makes ordering a 
breeze and includes offers for sizzling summertime 
sale specials. In response to the overwhelming re- 
quests from our fans, we are proud to introduce our new 
line of youth-sized clothing. And remember, call our 
Customer Service Department at (203) 353-2800* with any 
questions and to hear about the latest in new products and 


sale specials. 
my Gudams 
ve 


Sincerely, | 
Shirley Adams g i eae NH cea ae a 


W SUNDAY*MARCH 24+1991 We 
LOS ANGELES MEMORIAL COLISEUM 
wish to order the following tickets to WrestleMania’ VII: Mall To: gnisiel 


USE THIS HANDY #AIL 
Los Angeles Sports Arena 


Golden Ringside tickets @ $150.00 each = $. ase add $ 2.00 per ticket for mail Box Office: WrestleMania Vil 
tickets @ $ 50.00 each = $ jer handling charge = $_ 3939 South Figueroa Street 
tickets @ § 25.00 each = <= Total Amount Due = § Ne LEI Cnet 
tickets @ $ 10.00 each = s x 
— Please make check or money order payable to Los Angeles 
Subtotal = § Sports Arena. ViSA 8 MasterCard aiso accepted. 
Name. PAYMENT: 2 Check 4 Money Order 
EKSE FART — QVISA MasterCard 
Street VISAMastercarg Account No 
City State. Zip Code EXPIRATION DATE 
Phone: (Day) (Evening) 
(Please enclose self-addressed, stamped envelope) SIGNATURE|aT, VISA WaalerGand On 


By Lou Gianfriddo 

s this issue of Spotlight indicates in other arti- 

cles, Roddy Piper, since he entered the 

World Wrestling Federation, has enjoyed a 

most colorful and successful career. His an- 

tics both in and out of the ring have made 

him unique, as have some of his roles in 
Hollywood and television presentations. 

However, Hot Rod’s road to the top hasn’t been 
smoothly paved. For instance, at age 15, Hot Rod ran 
ae from home, because, according to Piper, Tes was 


i Ms PHOTO: KIT NOBLE 


not everything that | had always 
dreamed it would be. 

Since Spotlight details the 
complete life of WWF super- 
Stars, Piper felt that this part of 
his life was worth talking about. 
If, by chance, one runaway 
teenager were to read his words 
and get off the streets, Piper 
says, then he would have made 
a difference. When a child is 
away from home and dealing 
with the cold realities of society, 
Piper adds, a difference can 
mean life or death, 

“Alter my family immigrated 


here from Scotland,” begins Hot | 


Rod, “we settled in Canada 
Well, to make a long story short, 
life at home wasn't all that it was 
cracked up to be, so | hit the 


toad. Had to get away from it. | 


And once | was on the road, 
baby, it was a whole different 
ballgame. People tried to push 
drugs on me, people tried to rob 


me when | was sleeping under 2 | —_——_——_<— 
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cardboard box in the rain, and 
people tried to kill me when | 
didn't hand over my blanket to 
them at night. 

“So, to prevent myself from 
being killed,” he continues, 
speaking with more reserve than 
usual, "I had to fight. Try to rob 
me? | punch your lights out! Try 


| to push drugs on me? | punch 
| your lights out! By the time | was 


17, all | was doing was punching 
people's lights out, and that’s 
where | got my name ‘Rowdy.”" 
Piper was at the mercy of the 
streets. But he didn't give in. He 
thought about his past and fu- 


Rowdy Roddy Piper has had a 
tough life. At age 15, he fled home 
and had to fight his way from the 


| perilous pavements of Canadian 


cities to the raging battles of the 
squared circle. 


ture and eventually decided to 
put his hands to use in the 
wrestling ring. He began hitch- 
hiking across Canada and often 
stopped in towns to train. Al- 
though he now had a goal for 
himself, Piper admits that these 
times were just as tough. The 
older he became, he says, it 
seemed as if more and more 
people were trying to take ad- 
vantage of him. 

Piper sees the same things 
happening to runaways today. 
He's aware that they are subject- 
ed to drugs, delinquency and 
crime. He knows these things 
occur because he has been 
there himself. 

All | have to say about the 
runaways of today is, don't lose 
yourselves when you're on the 
run,” advises Hot Rod. “Look 
what I've done, man. | went from 


being down and out to on top of 
the world. Just have to keep 
your head on straight. Now, | 
know a lot of kids can't go back 
home because of fear of their 
parents. But they can find help. 
There are some support systems 
‘on the streets. There are places 
to turn. Now if one kid under- 
stands this, then | think that I've 
gotten my message across. And 
if just one runaway kid turns his 
life around because of this, then 
I've done it all.” 

When Spotlight interviewed 
him, Hot Rod seemed to have 
several other messages. Along 
with his strong feelings for trou- 
bled youth, Piper also has a lot 
to say about motorcycle safety. 

He was, as many people know, 

injured during a motorcycle ac- 

cident weeks prior to Wrestle- 
Mania VII. When asked about 
the incident, he didn't point 
an accusing finger at the 
bike or at the terrain on 
which he rode. In a surpris- 
ing showing of humility for 
one who is so outspoken, 
Piper blamed himself for 
not taking proper safety 
precautions while operat- 
ing a motorcycle. 

“You know, right before ff 
WrestleMania Vil, | wreck- 
ed my knee real bad ina 
motorcycle spillout,” Piper 
says, looking down at 
his knee. "Know why? I'll 
tell you why, | let the ma- 


Piper has a point. The streets 
the accident and the tribulations 
of the ring have not been 
enough to sideline him for any 
great length of time since he es- 
tablished himself as a contender 
in the WWF. However, there was 
a time in 1987 when Piper de- 
cided to sideline himself. It hap- 
pened after his WrestleMania III 
matchup with the late Adrian 
Adonis, and his decision was 
the talk of the wrestling world for 
many months. 

According to Hot Rod, it didn't 
matter if he won, lost or drew at 
WrestleMania II], because at the 
time his wish was retirement. His 
reasons were simple: He need- 
ed to spend time with his family. 
In this Spotlight for the first time, 
he tells why he retired and then 
eventually came back to the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

“| was wrestling all over the 


er enjoyed a memorable wres- } 
ting career, until he decided to 
retire from the WWF following 
WrestleMania IIL. He did so in | 
order to spend much needed time 

with his family. 


chine control the man, and it | then WrestleMania comes, and 
ould never be like that. | paid | what did DiBiase do? He at- 

ake. but | certainly | tacked my leg with my crutch 
t to see anybody | and messed it up bad. Real 
(went through. | bad. The tendons and cartilage 
as in a brace,” he | were mangled up worse than 
goes on. “Had to walk on crutch- | ever. Well, DiBiase, if you haven't 
es. And WrestleMania Vil was | noticed by now, the motorcycle 
| just two weeks away, where || accident didn't put me out; the 
| had to be in Virgil's corner while | streets didn’t put me out. And, 
| he wrestled the Million Dollar | man, you sure as heck ain't 
Moron—excuse me—Man, And | gonna put me out!” 
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Ci 60-0153 
TED DIBIASE VOL.#8 


60-0143 0 60-00158 
DEMOLITION VOL.#6 SUPERSTARS V 
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After months of inactiv~ 
ity, Piper’s youngest 
daughter convinced him 
that he should return to 
the WWF when she no- 
ticed he was spending 
too much time rereading 
articles on himself in 
WWE Magazine and 
reviewing earlier 
WrestleMania tapes. 


world for weeks and 
sometimes for months 
without seeing them,” 
Piper points out. “It 
reached a point where 
my wife and kids want- 
ed me home, and to 
me, my family means 
more than the world it- 
self. So | made my de- 
cision. WrestleMania III 
was going to be my last day in 
the WWF and that was that. 

“After six months at home,” 
recalls Piper, “| started to reread 

articles about myself in WWF 
Magazine. Then, | started to 
watch the tapes of WrestleMa- 
nia I-Ill_ and Saturday Nights 
Main Event. | felt that | be- 
longed back in the ring. 
Then, roughly two months 
later, my family saw that | 
was watching the tapes 
and rereading the maga- 
zine all the time. And they 
also saw that | still had very 
strong ties to the ring. 

“So finally my youngest 
daughter came up to me one 
day and said, ‘Dad, you miss 
being in the wrestling ring, don't 
you?’ | told her that | did, and 
she basically said that neither 
she nor the rest of my family 
could bear to watch me just sit 
around and look at my career 
memorabilia. You see, they no- 
ticed that when | retired, a piece 
of me was left in the ring, and 
they wanted all of me to be at 
home. It was then that my entire 
family encouraged me to return 
to the WWF, and—as you can 
see—l've been here ever since.” 

That he has. Knowing of Rod- 
dy Piper's past and present, it's 
safe to assume that he will re- 
main in the WWF for a very long 
timeto come. W 
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BRAZEN... 
GRAPPL 


When experts discuss the ring styles of the titans of the mat wars, spe- 


cific moves usually come to mind: the mile-high dropkick of Power and 
Glory’s Paul Roma, the flawless suplex and neck bridge combination Mr. 
Perfect immodestly dubs the “perfect-plex,” the Ultimate Warrior's super- 
human gorilla press, the Undertaker's deadly Tombstone piledriver. 

Rowdy Roddy Piper's signature maneuver has been simply channeling 
his chaotic personality into wrestling fame. While others rely on finesse ac- 
quired through years of practice, Piper thrives on adrenalin. The flames 
igniting his triumphs are stoked by experiences not just of the gymnasi- 
um, but also of the street—where he's witnessed and learned from the 
desperation in men, the fears that intimidate them into hiding within them- 
selves and the dreams that inspire the special ones to rise above the bad 
hands that life has dealt them. 

Piper's repertoire is fired by his heart—a heart large enough to over- 
come the size advantage enjoyed by some opponents and turn the tide 
against seemingly impossible odds when all seems lost. It's his heart that 


beats as loud as the strains of the bagpipe music accompanying him to 


Ne 
= 


the ring. And it's the bagpipe 
music that makes the Hot Rod's 
heart beat louder. 

‘When | hear those pipes fill- 
ing the air around me, | feel con- 
nected to my roots," says the 
Glasgow native, “those proud | 
clans of Scotland who—though 
they might have fought among 
themselves—would always 
band together and battle to the 


last breath when an outside ene- 
my was closing in on them.” 

On many an occasion, Piper 
has had to draw on that bold 
Scottish heritage to rally against 
an adversary threatening his au- 
tonomy in the ring. He'll weather 
punches and chops, going so 
far as to stick out his chest to en- 
dure more punishment and 
prove he's the better man. As 
Piper's opponent begins to real- 
ize that the blows are having lit- 
tle effect, the Rowdy One be- | 
comes truly daring, defying the | 
man to hit him harder. By then, 
the match has shifted in Hot 
Rod's favor—even the mightiest 
gladiators are at a loss to match 


When he’s in the ring, Hot Rod | 
attacks his opponents with 
blinding speed. 
drops them to the canvas with 
hard-hitting rights and 
boxyrops. A hese photographs 
indicate, Piper is perhaps 
tunpredictable athlete in the World 
Weostling Federation: 
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him in intestinal fortitude. 

“Hot Rod is amazing,” de- 
clares the immortal Hulk Hogan, 
who knows all too well the feel- 
ing of facing the firery Scotsman 
in the ring. “Just when you think 
that he's had it, he finds another 
way to stay alive. 

Or, as Rowdy Roddy Piper 
‘once put it, “Just when they think 
they have all the answers, | 


change the questions.” 

He translates this philosophy 
into action during every difficult 
match. An opponent will bring 
Piper up into a suplex, and the 
Scotsman will shift his weight, 
toppling on top of his opponent 
for a near-fall. When he is cra- 
died in a pin attempt, Piper 


doesn't stop rolling until his:ad- 
versary’s shoulders are pressed 
against the canvas. After being 
Irish whipped, the Rowdy One 
waits for his opponent to bend 
and try a backflip. At that mo- 
ment, Piper stuns him by execut- 
ing a neckbreaker. 

Before a match, Piper might 
flip off his kilt and spin it around 
his opponent's head, hurling 


haymakers at 
the man blinded 
by the fabric. 

On at least one occasion, 
Piper has even ripped off his 
competition's tights and used 
the garment as a noose to 
choke the man before slinging 
him into the turnbuckles. 


Outside the ring, he makes 
torturous use of the chairs, steel 
posts, guard rails and any other 
weapon he spies at ringside. 
Even within the confines of the 
squared circle, Piper fights as if 
his life is in jeopardy. He's con- 
stantly challenging his foe to 
push the match one step be- 
yond the acceptable limit, so 
Hot Rod can do what he does 

best: flourish in the face 


likes to get close to a foe, firing 
fists as they fall, rolling, to the 
mat. If the Rowdy One can find 
his adversary’s eyes, he'll jab the 
sockets with two fingers. Other- 
wise, he'll yank at his rival's ears, 
pull on the man’s mouth and bite 
his forehead. 

‘An artist with his fists, Piper 
relishes few things more than 
duking it out—as he did when 
he put on the gloves against Mr. 


ALL 
NSWERS, | CHANGE THE QUESTIONS.” 


of disaster. When a 


T during their special boxing 
punchout begins, Piper 


bout at WrestleMania 2. A think- 


ANSWERS TO PIPERS TRIVIA 
QUIZ ON PAGE 15 


IThe answers to questions 1-25 are as follows: THE WORLD WAS WATCHING 1) Mr. T, 2) 
\iimmy Snuka, 3) Muhammad All, 4) a chair, 5) the Hulkster. SLUGGING IT OUT 6) Mr. T. 7) 
|Lou Duva, 8) Joe Frazier, 9) no, he lost on a disqualification, 10) he slugged Mr, T, MORE) 
WRESTLEMANIA 11) retice, 12) Morton Downey, Jr., 13) he used a fire extinguisher, 14) 
lgad News Brown, 15) there was no winner, as both men were counted out. OTHER] 
STRUGGLES 16) Bad News Brown, 17) true, 18) Roddy's Rowdies, 19) Jimmy Snuka, 20)) 
ihe was counted out of the ring. PUT THAT IN YOUR PIPER 21) Giasgow, 22) better, 23) 
\Superstars of Wrestling, 24) his kit, 25) 234 pounds. 


Answers To The Hart Foundation Trivia Tough Stu 
[TOUGH STUFF answers are: a) No. 5, b) August. c) by winning an anvi-throwing contest 
ld) Hart was born July 2, Neidhart February 8, e) Tampa, Florida, 


'Winners of Spotlight Vol. 11 Tough Stuff 

\Barry Stevenson, Habberley, Nr. Kidderminster, Worcester, England; Shaun Cochrane, 
(North Dartmouth, MA: Martin Vann, McHenry, IL; Angela C. Eymundson, Edmonton, Alberta, 
|Canada; Todd Wagner, Henderson, NV. 


| ing man's fighter, Hot Rod knows 
how to psychologically lure a 
wrestling opponent into fistic ex- 
changes. Like Muhammad Ali— 
the boxing great who re’ 
the Rowdy One's mat: 
inaugural WrestleMan 
Scotsman prefers to taunt his foe 
until he swings madly. General- 
ly, Piper is able to block the 
shots and throw off his adver- 
sary's equilibrium with a couple | 
of sharp jabs. But even if his ri- 
val makes contact, Hot Rod is a 
difficult man to knock down. At 
times, he actually appears hap- 
py as he takes a flurry of punch- 
es in order to counter with a de- 
cisive one of his own. 

As wrestling allows a competi- 
tor more flexibility than the sweet 
science, Piper can be creative 
with his knuckles, whipping an 
| opponent off the ropes before 
jabbing him or bashing a victim 
with two fists simultaneously. Hot 
Rod's axhandles are so potent 
that he has knocked out and 
pinned more than one foe with 
the maneuver. 

He has also gained victory by 
setting up men with either a bull- 
dog headlock or an airplane 
spin and then clamping on a 
sleeperhold. As Roddy Rowdy 
squeezes hard and his rival 
sags, drifting into dreamland, 
everything seems to make per- 
fect sense. 

What better finishing move for 
aman who has built a career by 
putting the entire wrestling world 
ina daze? 
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And 
on to the silver 
screen he went. Since 
he first began his foray into show 
business, Piper has dazzled his follow- 
ers in numerous productions, always 
playing an outsider committed to break- 
ing through oppression and righting the 
wrongs too many others simply accept. 

“Basically, 'm just myself,” Piper ex- 
plains. “I'm always going against the 
grain in my day-to-day life, so | transfer 
that attitude to the screen. A lot of 
things are broken in this world, and Hot 
Rod's the guy to do the fixin’. It doesn't 
matter if I'm waging war for human dig- 
rity in a movie like They Live or fighting 
for dignity against a creep like Million 
Dollar Man Ted DiBiase in front of a ca- 

acity arena.” 

It's interesting that Piper uses They 
Live as a film example, since the movie 
mirrors his own life in many ways. The 
Rowdy One plays a homeless man in 
the film—directed by horror movie king 
John Carpenter—a role that Piper 
knows all too well. 

“| didn't have to take acting lessons 
to learn what it’s like to go to 
sleep hungry,” he 
points out. 


Piper's character battles his way 
through unfriendly forces for a noble 
cause, In this case, he’s fighting against 
aliens who have taken over corporate 
America, donning suits and ties to look 
like humans and trampling over the 
folks on the bottom of the social lad- 
der. It isn’t long before he joins a 
group of humans who've developed 
‘special glasses to see through the 
antagonists’ costumes, revealing 
the aliens’ true evil selves. 

“| think a lot of time people put 
image over substance,” Piper 
states. “Take a guy like Ted Di- 
Biase. He shows off his big houses and 
jewelry and thinks that everyone's going 
to be so impressed that they'll do what- 
ever he says. The weak-minded prob- 
ably will. But Hot Rod isn't weak- 
minded. Like the people in They 
Live, | can see through the cha- 
rade, and I’m ready to stick my 
Neck out to tear it apart.” 

Piper sticks his neck out in 
the movie, too, engaging in one 
back-alley fight scene that had 
audiences jumping back as if 
the characters were going 
to crash right through the 
soreen. Again, this is the 
Rowdy Scot just being 
himself. One person on the 
set swears that the reason the vicious 
‘suplex Piper applied looked so real was 
that “Roddy just got a litle carried away 
with himself.” 

In Hell Comes to Frogtown, Hot 
Rod's mission is somewhat different, 
but he is still the stranger trying to put 
together the pieces of a confusing 


| world. In this science fiction film, the 


Earth has been ravaged by war. Vari- 
ous mutant militias rule the planet. 
Piper's services are valued because he 
can do something that no one else can: 
He's the only man alive capable of pro- 
ducing children 

Buy and Cellis an adventure/come- 
dy based on the type of misdeeds 
committed by individuals Piper 
equates with the Million Dollar Man. 
“We're talking about white collar 
crime here,” the Rowdy One says, 
“criminals who cheat and steal not 
because they have to get milk for the 
baby, but because they want to fill 
their bulging pockets with more of 
the green stuff.” 

Robert Carradine plays an in- 
vestor wrongfully accused of cor- 


tuption and sent to prison. There, the 
mild-mannered fellow meets Piper, a 
hard but good-natured inmate who edu- 
cates him about the harsh realities of 
life behind bars. In return, Carradine 
teaches Hot Rod everything one would 
ever want to know about dealing in 
stocks and bonds. Together, they pool 
their talents to undo Malcolm McDowell, 
the unscrupulous warden. 

“You know, a lot of folks look at the 
world as being divided between the 
haves and have-nots,” Hot Rod philoso- 
phizes. "But, even when the cupboard 
is bare, if you rely on what you have 
here,” he pounds his chest, “even the 

richest man in the world can't stand 
in your way.” 


LROD to 


Nobody 
wished to block 
Piper's path in the ABC television pilot 
Tag Team, in which he and former 
WWF Superstars of Wrestling commen- 
tator Jesse “The Body” Ventura played 
former wrestlers turned detectives, Al 
though the show was short-lived, the 
Rowdy One says he leamed something 
important from the role. 

“Ive discovered there's a little bit of 
detective inside of everyone,” he states. 
“Ever since | appeared in Tag Team, 
I've been snooping around the WWF, 
looking closely at what's going on. You 
know what | found out? There's a lot of 
shady business going on right now be- 
tween guys like Bobby ‘The Weasel’ 
Heenan, Slick and that Million Dollar 
Boob DiBiase. And I've come to the 
conclusion that it's time for Hot Rod to 
do his James Bond act and clean up 
the whole mess for once and for all.” 

Like the legendary screen detective, 
nobody does it better that the flamboy- 
ant Scotsman, Rowdy Roddy Piper. WF 
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